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Federal Transit Administration  

Environmental Clearance Process 
 

Background: The FTA Environmental Review can take many forms and is 

negotiated prior to the beginning usually following a concept study. The Valley’s 

west side has preexisting environmental clearances, master plans and partially 

completed systems. The last formal environmental clearance was over a decade 

ago, therefore obsolete because of the Valley’s rapid growth, and would need to 

be updated. That probably will require a new north/south corridors alternatives 

analysis then an analysis of the preferred mode in the environmentally approved 

corridor. Hence, the first step would be the creation of a JPAB followed by a short 

concept study to define the alternatives to be studied which would then be 

followed by an in-depth, formal FTA corridor and mode alternatives analysis. That 

process will cost a million dollars or more and take 2-4 years with the very 

important extensive community outreach element done properly. The ultimate 

result will be a selection of a preferred corridor and mode alternative justified by 

fact rather than emotion and supported by most of the citizens.  



The Region’s North/South  

Corridor Alternatives 



Modal Alternatives 



High-Speed Rail 

China Railway High-Speed (CRH) 
China 

Shinkansen 
Japan 



Commuter Rail 

Metrolink 
Southern California 

Capitol Corridor Train 
Auburn, CA -> San José, CA 



Metro Rail 

Paris Métro 
France 

Washington Metro 
Washington D.C.  



Light Rail 

San Diego Trolley (SDTI) 
San Diego, CA 

MAX Light Rail    
Portland, OR 



ATN/Podcar 

Morgantown Personal Rapid Transit 

(WVU PRT) 
Morgantown, WV 

Skycube 
Suncheon, South Korea 



Express Bus 

RTC Rapid 
Reno, NV 

MAX BRT 
Fort Collins, CO 
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Light Rail Capital Investment Grant Program  

Existing Full Funding Grant Agreements  

With Remaining Funding Needs in FY 2016 



Light Rail Capital Investment Grant Program 

Projects in Project Development and Engineering – FY 2016 
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