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Carmen Road Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge Feasibility Study 
Public Meeting #2 

 
The second public meeting for the project was held on May 29, 2019 at the Multipurpose Room, Monta 
Vista Recreation Center in the City of Cupertino to inform the community on the status of the feasibility 
study and to seek feedback on the possible structure alternatives currently under consideration. The 
meeting was held in an open-house format where attendees were invited to arrive at any time during the 
event window (6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.) and included a brief presentation along with display boards 
followed by an opportunity for the attendees to provide individual feedback on the alternatives.   
 
Thirty-seven (37) people signed into the event. The meeting included a sign-in table, a comments table, 
a table with the aerial maps for the project, and four boards with the possible bridge structure concepts 
on display. City staff and the project consultant team were available at the various tables/displays to 
listen and answer any questions. Attendees were provided a comment form upon entering which listed 
the bridge structure options and were asked to rank these alternatives and return the comment cards 
before leaving so that their comments could be recorded. They were also provided a brochure with details 
about the alternatives including cost, aesthetics, and construction impacts to assist with the ranking 
process. 
 
To initiate the discussion, the City of Cupertino’s Transportation Manager David Stillman addressed the 
audience and provided a brief background of the project and walked the attendees through the five 
bridge structure options. A brief Question/Answer session followed where attendees voiced their 
comments and concerns and received a response from David. Comments received from residents and 
members of the public during the open discussion are summarized below. Additionally, the completed 
comment forms received at the event are attached herein along with photos taken at the event. 
 

 There were many supporters of a bridge at Carmen Rd, but also a handful who were against or 
on the fence 

 Discussions around upgrading/changing the crosswalk at Foothill 
 Questions about why this location (at Carmen), and why a bridge 
 Concerns about the impacts to the community v. impacts to those in neighborhood 
 Would like the City to consider a bridge or improved crossing that would provide improved 

access to Blackberry Farms  
 Was a below grade bridge considered? 
 Feels that Stevens Creek is dangerous (ex: speeding vehicles, blind spots due to sun) 
 Resident is unable to get out of his driveway during school hours twice a day 
 Resident off of Crescent Road is unable to get out of driveway during school hours 
 Desire to get cars off the road 
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 Questions and discussions about school enrollment rates (and how this would affect use of 
bridge by school aged children/families) 

 Why do pavement light crosswalks fail and not get maintained? 
 Would like to see increased sheriff/police enforcement in the neighborhood  
 Concerns about increase in foot traffic/strangers in the neighborhood 
 Will cameras be proposed? 
 Would like to connect neighborhoods 
 Would like to prioritize a safe route to school over a path to Blackberry Farm 
 Question about the number of accidents in the past 20 years at this location 
 Why can’t we build a bridge at Phar Lap? It makes more sense to build a bridge there 
 Concerns about how many people would actually use a bridge at this location 
 Would like to see stop signs/crossing guards to cross Stevens Creek Boulevard 
 What color will the bridge be? A resident wants it to blend in 
 What is the traffic volume on Stevens Creek? 
 Would like a safer route for those at Sunny View Bay Area Retirement Community 
 Would like to see school district boundaries on map 
 Supports the bridge and use of Carmen Road (with gate; downhill access that meets Stevens 

Creek Boulevard) to be a safe route to Blackberry Farm 
 Question about how many students currently use this location for crossing 
 Safety concerns for bicyclists speeding downhill at Scenic Circle/Scenic Boulevard 
 Will safety features be added to the bridge to avoid vandalism and prevent people from climbing 

over the fence? 
 Potential bridge option provides a safe path to school  
 One of the residents acknowledged jaywalking at this location to go to school 
 During the morning commute, cars are at a standstill due to heavy traffic on Stevens Creek 

Boulevard. However, the afternoon/3:00 PM departure from school presents a more dangerous 
scenario since vehicles are speeding along Stevens Creek Boulevard while students are trying to 
cross as they head back home. 

 Would bicycle and pedestrian traffic be separated on the bridge to ensure safety for 
pedestrians? 

 Will there be any improvements to Cupertino Road and Carmen Road, as a part of bridge 
project?  

 Is lighting provided on the bridge? 
 For Option 1 bridge alternative, can we improve the aesthetics to make it visually more 

appealing?  
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PUBLIC MEETING #2 
CARMEN ROAD PEDESTRIAN-BICYCLE 

BRIDGE FEASIBILITY STUDY 
Wednesday, May 29, 2019 I 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m 

CUPERTINO Mon ta Vista Recreation Center, Multi-Purpose Room I 2260 l Voss Ave, Cupertino 

RANKING SHEET 

After reviewing each concept based on the information provided at the public meeting, please rank the 
following design concepts in order of preference (1 = most favored option, 5 = least favored option) . 

Option 1: Option 2: Option 3: 
Steel Girder Bridge Steel Pratt Truss Bridge Steel Howe Truss Bridge 

s 

Option 4: Option 5: 
Steel Tied Arch Bridge Steel Inclined Arch Bridge 

I 5 

Please shore any additional comments on your preferred option : 

For additional information, please visit www.cupertino.org/carmenbridge 

Questions or comments can also be directed to Prashanth Dullu, Assistant Civil Engineer at 
!408)-777-3190 or PrashanthD@cupertino.org 
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2019 11:26 PM
To:
Subject: Carmen Bridge

, 
 
I am an avid Cupertino cyclists quite familiar with most thoroughfares in the West Cupertino area. I like many Cupertino 
residents can't imagine the City funding an expensive single pedestrian / cycle bridge across the crosswalked, two lane, 
wide bike lanes section of Stevens Creek Blvd at Carmen when there are so many much more critical bike / pedestrian 
safety issues in the area...like the intersection of Bubb and McClellan where safety is as much about the congestion of 
parents driving their students to school as lack of planned barriers, lack of bike lanes on McClellan, southern end of Bubb 
and Rainbow. The long awaited paved bike path along the railroad tracks to connect many more isolated neighborhoods 
with the schools at that intersection would positively impact far more residents than the Carmen bridge. The optics of 
giving preference to the west side also concerns me at a time when the east side has been so traffic impacted by the build 
out of Main Street, Apple Campus 2..... 
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 11:04 PM
To:
Subject: Carmen Rd Pedestrian Bridge

We cannot make the May 29 city meeting on this bridge – we live 2 blocks away.  But we totally support the building of 
this bridge.  The sooner the better.   Since the city voted to bring in the foodmart, star bucks & other business in this 
area, the traffic has increased dramatically – safer means to cross stevens creek would be appreciated.  Camera for 
security & ability to watch pedestrian traffic into/out of the neighborhood would also be a good idea. 
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Sent: Sunday, June 02, 2019 10:40 PM 

 
Subject: Fwd: Support for Carmen bridge 

 

I'm a resident of  Cupertino. I could not make it to the planning meeting for the Carmen 
Bridge. However, I totally support this bridge since it'll give lot of walking options to go to the Stevens Creek 
Elementary school as well as Varian Park. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email me. 
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 8:42 PM
To:
Subject: Proposed Designs for the Carmen Bridge

 
 
My name is  and I and my family live close to the northern access point of the Carmen Bridge at 

  The "look" and obtrusiveness of the bridge as seen from either side of Carmen is 
very important to us close-by residents to the bridge.  I therefore vote for Option 5, the steel inclined arch 
bridge, as the best option, and Option 1 as the next best.  The major obtrusiveness of Options 2, 3, and 4 will 
definitely impact the resale values of our homes near to the bridge, and the cumulative decline in value of the 
nearby homes can be many times the cost of the bridge, and especially many times the difference in the cost of 
the various bridge designs.  So it is very important for us to choose a minimalist impact and cross-section for 
the bridge as viewed from either side of Carmen, making Option 5 as the best option, in my opinion. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to input my opinion. 
 
Best regards, 
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Prashanth Dullu

June 12, 2019 
 

  
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion. 
 
Although there was a good discussion at the meeting held on May 29, 2019, there were some points that were not 
mentioned while I was there. 
 
For one, the residents who moved to Carmen Road I believe without exception moved there because it was quite. They 
wanted to move to a location where there was little to no vehicle traffic and the only people who were walking or biking on 
the streets where they lived where other residents. Now they are being asked to allow over 100 strangers a day to enter 
their exterior living space.  
 
Along with this increase in foot traffic or people parking their cars to cross the proposed bridge comes more noise, litter 
and potential incidents of vandalism or theft. 
 
The residents who live close to the proposed bridge lose the serenity, privacy  and peacefulness of living there forever.  
 
It was mentioned during the meeting that students just do not want to get up in the morning a few minutes early to allow 
enough time to use the existing crosswalks already in place at Foothill and Stevens Creek or at Phar Lap Drive. 
Two students were present and they both confirmed that they just did not want to get up earlier to ensure they would get 
to school on time using the existing crosswalks.  
 
What a missed opportunity to educate young people on how they may need to better manage their time and allow for a 
few extra minutes to get to school. Using the existing crosswalks would allow them to do so safely.   
 
Posting crossing guards that both of the existing street crossings would enhance the safety and attractiveness of crossing 
at them. I am sure this would be much cheaper. 
 
As a resident who lives just two blocks over from Carmen Road, I am not wanting to have this increase in foot/bike traffic 
either for the above mentioned reasons.  
Also I will now lose a wonderful view of the East Foothills. To turn right out of Janice onto to Stevens Creek going east 
and see the beautiful view always reminds me of what this valley once was. A valley that was beautiful and very 
productive in agriculture. To see snow on Mt.Hamilton is a wonderful sight and needs to be appreciated when it happens. 
 
As someone who spent over 40 years as a clinical scientist I appreciate innovation and design maybe more than others. 
Yet I also know that just because something is possible does not mean it should be implemented. 
 
The proposed bridged will forever scare the view on Stevens Creek for the benefit of just a few people. It will impose a 
loss of privacy to residents near the bridge that was one of the very reason many moved to the area. 
 
So as you now see I am not for the building of this bridge.  
 
I am also wondering if another community meeting is possible. To hold a meeting on near a holiday weekend did not allow 
for people who were out of town to participate.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to voice my concerns.  
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