
CITY OF CUPERTINO  
TEMPORARY POLITICAL SIGN GUIDANCE FOR 2020 ELECTION SEASON 
 
In order to ensure that no complaints are received regarding your campaign signs, please follow 
the rules below, as well as any applicable State requirements.  
 
Size and Design of Temporary Political Signs  
• Signs shall have no more than two sides (i.e. faces). 
• Signs shall be no larger than four square feet in area per side (i.e. per face). 
• Signs shall not be illuminated. 
 
Location (Private Property)  
• Political signs are allowed on private property everywhere in the City with the written or oral 
consent of the property owner or other person entitled to possession.  
 
Location (Public Property and Public Right-of-way)  
• Political signs may be located in the public right-of-way (e.g. in the park strip between the curb 
and sidewalk) of residential and institutional districts only, subject to the other restrictions listed.  
• Political signs are not allowed in the public right-of-way in any districts other than residential 
and institutional districts (e.g. they are not allowed in commercial or industrial districts).  
• Signs shall not be located on the street or on street medians (e.g. center dividers between lanes)  
• Signs must not be attached to public property, such as sidewalks, fences, walls, public 
playground equipment, street lamp posts, traffic lights, telephone poles, utility cabinets, 
hydrants, trees, buildings, etc.  
 
Clearance Around Signs: 
• All parts of the sign shall be set back a minimum of 18 inches from the face of the curb or from 
the edge of the street, bicycle or vehicle travel lane.  
• Signs shall maintain 36 inches of clear and continuous width to allow pedestrian passage along 
a sidewalk or pathway. 
• Signs shall not restrict in any way the safe vision of any vehicular or pedestrian traffic or 
obstruct any directional or safety signs permitted by the City. 
 
Removal of Signs:  
• All political signs must be removed no later than 5 days after Election Day.  
• At any time, Cupertino Code Enforcement may immediately remove any sign that creates a 
hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic, without any notice to the candidate or campaign entity.  
•All signs that are removed will be stored at the City’s Corporation Yard (10555 Mary Avenue, 
(408) 777-3269). Signs may be retrieved upon payment of a $3.32 Sign Recovery fee for each 
sign. Signs held for more than 20 days shall be considered abandoned and disposed of.  
 
Permit Required for Larger Signs or Banners, Unless Handheld: 
• Candidates wishing to erect signs or banners (e.g. on the ground, hung from tents, or attached 
to buildings or vehicles) that exceed four square feet of area per side must obtain a permit from 
the City for one of several allowable sign types, including the following: 

• Temporary “special event banners” may have a maximum area of up to 100 square feet, 
but require a permit from the City, must be mounted on a building, can have only one 



face, and are not allowed in residential districts. Please contact the Code Enforcement 
Office for more information. 
• “Portable signs and displays” that are not permanently attached to the ground or a 
structure may be up to eight square feet in area, four feet in height, and two feet in width, 
but require a permit, may only be displayed during business hours, and are not allowed in 
residential districts. Please contact the Code Enforcement Office for more information. 

• Handheld political signs or banners (i.e. signs carried by people that are not attached or 
mounted to any structure or left unattended on the ground) are allowed without a permit, 
regardless of size, provided they do not cause any public safety issues, such as by obstructing 
pedestrian, bike, or vehicle passage.  
 
Further Information 
For other questions regarding sign enforcement, please contact the Cupertino Code Enforcement 
Office at (408) 777-3182.  
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